Chimariko* 

The Chimariko language was spoken in northwest California in Trinity county. 
Encounters with fur trappers early in the nineteenth century affected the Chimariko 
little, but the gold rush proved disastrous, so that by the turn of the century few 
individuals were left. The language was probably last spoken in the 1930s. 

Chimariko is not closely related to any other language. In 1910 Dixon postulated 
a special relationship with Shasta, Achumawi, and Atsugewi, based on 57 sets of 
phonetically similar lexical items. All four languages were then included in the Hokan 
stock proposed by Dixon and Kroeber in 1913. In his 1929 classification Sapir 
delineated a subgroup of Northern Hokan consisting of Karuk, Shasta, Achumawi, 
and Atsugewi, later termed Kahi (Bright 1955). A number of works exploring the 
Hokan hypothesis have included Chimariko, especially Sapir 1920a, 1921 and 
Crawford 1976. 

Field work on Chimariko was carried out by Kroeber, Dixon, Harrington, and 
Sapir. Dixon 1910, from which material cited here is drawn, contains ethnographic 
notes, a grammar, texts, and lexicon, but unfortunately, phonetic distinctions noted 
by Harrington and Sapir were often missed. Landar 1974 contains a comparison of 
forms from Dixon 1910 and Harrington's notes. Bauman 1980 describes Chimariko 
placenames and the linguistic complexity of the area, due to extensive Hupa- 
Chimariko-Wintu contact. Berman 1985 discusses alternations in consonant quantity. 
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